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Chapter 5: Code of Ethics
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Summary: This chapter sets forth a code of ethics applicable to licensed optometrists.
1.	Generally
Licensed optometrists shall abide by the code of ethics set forth in this chapter.
2.	Code of Ethics
The board adopts and incorporates into this chapter by reference the following code of ethics with the exceptions noted below:
Code of Ethics (American Optometric Association, Adopted by the House of Delegates as: Substantive Motion M-1944-1, June 1944; modified June 2005; Repealed June 2007 Modified and Adopted as Resolution #1969, June 2007).
To obtain a copy of the American Optometric Association Code of Ethics, please call 800-365-2219, visit https://www.aoa.org/about-the-aoa/ethics-and-values?sso=y, or write the American Optometric Association at this address:
American Optometric Association 
243 Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141-7881
Phone: 314-991-4100

The language of the code of ethics adopted by the Board is as follows:
It shall be the ideal, resolve, and duty of all optometrists:
TO KEEP their patients' eye, vision, and general health paramount at all times;
TO RESPECT the rights and dignity of patients regarding their health care decisions;
TO TREAT all persons with respect, dignity and courtesy regardless of race, age, religion, national origin, gender orientation and expression, education, or financial status.
TO ADVISE their patients whenever consultation with, or referral to another optometrist or other health professional is appropriate;
TO ENSURE confidentiality and privacy of patients' protected health and other personal information;
TO STRIVE to ensure that all persons have access to appropriate eye, vision, and general health care;
TO ADVANCE their professional knowledge and proficiency to maintain and expand competence to benefit their patients;
TO PROMOTE ethical and cordial relationships with all members of the health care community;
TO RECOGNIZE their obligation to protect the health and welfare of society; and
TO CONDUCT themselves as exemplary citizens and professionals with honesty, integrity, fairness, kindness, and compassion.
The Board does not adopt “TO MAINTAIN their practices in accordance with general health care standards” but rather adopts the following ethical requirement:
TO MAINTAIN their practices in accordance with professional health care standards;
Further, the Board adopts the following ethical requirement:
TO NOT DISCRIMINATE in the access to and provision of care based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, sex (or gender), sexual orientation (which includes gender identity and expression), physical or mental disability, genetic predisposition, religion, or age.
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